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fierce assault upon twenty men being weaponed. And
he served them for good meat many days."
On the 18th of August the pinnace was finished, but
the carpenter who had done the job was extremely du-
bious about her seaworthiness. He had had to make his
nails out of any old scrap, even the gridiron from the
cook's galley, and he pointed out that she lacked some
of her principal knees and timbers, being held together
mainly by those same nails. In fact, he said that for
himself, he would not go in her for five hundred pounds.
This characteristic display of pessimism, for nobody
had invited the carpenter either to give an opinion or
to go in the pinnace, nor had he been offered five hun-
dred pounds, produced no effect on the captain in the
long run, but it encouraged the other pessimists to
lengthen their faces and shake their heads. The inci-
dent shows Best in one of his most fortunate move-
ments. He describes himself, with charming candour,
"as one not altogether addicted to his own self-will."
He saw that if he acted stubbornly and in a bullying
manner, it would be said afterward, should he fail, "Lo,
he hath followed his own opinion and desperate resolu-
tions, and so thereafter it is befallen him!"
So he called the Master and the best of his mariners
together, and informing them how highly important it
was to them all, but in particular to himself as the
leader, that they should seek their Admiral. More-
over, they had no one on board of them who could assay
the value of their ore. It appeared the same as the
other, but to carry a shipload home without expert ad-
vice would be like bringing "so many stones." He there-
fore informed them that it was his intention to go in the
pinnace, and asked them for their suggestions and advice
whether he could count on ever getting through.
The pessimists now stepped back and others, grave
enough but not entirely broken-hearted, said that with.